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President’s QTC 


It sure is a great time for amateur radio! The Mount Diablo Amateur Ra- 


General Meeting 


Friday February 15, 2013 dio Club and our radio community has so many things going on, it is just 
7:30pm 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane Lafayette 


really exciting. First off, John Welden KJ6GLQ, MDARC’s Vice- 
President, has set up some really great speakers at our General Meetings 
for 2013. This last month in January, he had George Zafiropoulos 
KJ6VU of Sierra Radio. George gave a brilliant presentation on micro- 
controllers and their use in ham radio. He was an absolutely captivating 
speaker, and at least, left me with the sense that there were some real op- 
portunities to create some very useful devices without having a great 
amount of experience with microelectronics. If you missed the meeting, 
you missed much! 
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John Primus AF6RJ and his education team are continuing to do some 
really fine business. Midway through January, they started up their latest 
Technician license class. They have over 40 students enrolled in the 
class. It is just remarkable to see the entire Fireside Room at the Con- 
cord Salvation Army completely filled with tech students and Elmers. I 
am probably most proud of our Club when I see those Elmers mentoring 
the class. The amount of preparation, and the seriousness that they ap- 
proach their task is really inspiring. 


CaAaNa VU AND = 


fj & f-) fs 14 Ray Gaschk, W6FYA, will have a laminating machine available at club 
= a. AW meetings to laminate the wallet size copy of members’ licenses. 

The Salvation Army crew and MDARC have been doing Tech Saturday 
{1} C) YT i] (or Sunday). Chuck Graham KI6DCD has been doing a great job of cre- 


ating and executing this operation. Chuck has been working with Rich- 
ard Lueck KI6REL to promote the events. He has pulled in the talents of 
David Haycock KI6AWR, Pete Harris KE6ZIW and Sheldon Lawrence 
Emancip ation KI6ATA to explain and demonstrate the finer points of the Buddipole 
Proclamation antenna system. The response has been just great. More programs on 


S = sal various topics are planned in the future. 
esquicentennia Because of the amount of Club business that I try to cover each month, I 
1863-2013 had not written about the passing of Rod Newkirk W9BRD (SK). Rod 


wrote a the “How’s DX?” column in QST each month from 1947-1978. 
In March 1971, Newkirk coined the ubiquitous ham mentor term — 


Affiliate al “Elmer”. I embrace this moniker as a special expression of appreciation 
; to the OM/women that make our hobby great. I would suggest that there 
are not a whole lot of Elmer’s like Rod Newkirk in this world, but I think 


( US that we have a disproportionate number of great mentors in our radio 
service! (continued on page 3) 
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Albert Trumbull "Bud" Queen 
August 3, 1920 - 

November 27, 2012 


Resident of Lafayette 

Bud Queen was born and raised in 
Berkeley, CA. As a youth, Bud was an 
avid Boy Scout who achieved his Ea- 
gle rank and helped lead his troop 
while attending college. He graduated 
from U.C. Berkeley in 1942 with a 
degree in Economics and Political Sci- 
ence. As a4 year R.O.T.C. graduate, Bud was soon called to 
active duty in the Army. He served 4 years in World War Two 
and was released to the Ready Reserve with the rank of Captain. 


After the war Bud found employment in the Savings Loan in- 
dustry and followed that endeavor for 37 years until his retire- 
ment in 1983. He served in many capacities, retiring as a Corpo- 
rate Vice President. As a financial executive he was on various 
boards of directors and committees related to the SL industry as 
well as President of the San Francisco Chapter of the American 
Savings Loan Institute. He was very active in the community, 
serving in programs of personal interest such as the Boy Scouts 
of America, United Crusade, and the YMCA. For many years, 
Bud served as an officer with Lions Club International. He often 
said how worthwhile and satisfying these activities were. 


Soon after retirement, Bud became interested in Ham Radio and 
gained many years of pleasure from his radio contacts and 
formed numerous close friendships with others in the hobby. He 
upgraded his operating license to the highest attainable level and 
also served as President of his club, The Society of Amateur 
Radio Operators ("SARO"). 


However, his greatest adoration and love was always his family. 
There was never any doubt that his heart was with his wife and 
four children. Their life was centered on family activities and 
doing things together whenever possible. Lake Tahoe was a 
favorite summer vacation spot for over a decade. He so enjoyed 
being at the helm of their many family car adventures. These 
trips created countless treasured memories. 


There was no question that his Christian faith was a central part 
of who he was. He found great reward with his friends at church 
and was active as an ordained Deacon and Elder in the Presbyte- 
rian Church and also held advisory posts with the national or- 
ganization. 


Later in life, Bud embraced technology and enjoyed many years 
using the Internet and email to gain new knowledge but above 
all to share his thoughtful words and insights. He was a truly 
kind and honorable man who was a dear friend to all who knew 
him. 

He is survived by his sister, Shirley Henderson and his devoted 
wife of 70 years, Madora and their 4 children; Brian Queen; 
Kathleen Hurley (Brian); Russell Queen (Aileen); and Larry 
Queen (Karen); as well as 5 grandchildren. Lastly, to his numer- 
ous nieces and nephews he was their beloved "Uncle Bud." 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all 
material submitted by the membership provided such material is in 
good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC 
members, and provided space is available. 


President - Jim Siemons, AF6PU 

Vice President - John Weldon, KJ6GLQ 
Secretary — Steve Rogge, K6XZ 

Treasurer - Bill Swindell KILED 

Emergency Coordinator - Tom Kramer, WA6NYP 


Director & Technical Committee Chair 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU_ wa6jau @sbcglobal.net 


Director & Education and Training Committee Chair 
John Primus, AF6RJ  af6rj @arrl.net 


Directors At Large 
Dale McIntire, AD6HD Ron Luttringer, K6XC 
Janice Fujii, KG6VTD Ray Gaschk, W6OFYA 


PACIFICON 2013 

Acting Chair: Jim Siemons, AF6PU 
Registration Chair: Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 
Treasurer: Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Secretary: Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 

Webmaster: Chris Matthew, N7ICE 
Membership Chair — Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 


The Carrier Newsletter 

Editor, Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA n4dla_cs245 @ yahoo.com 
Public Information Officer - Gene Sylls, KG6EYE 
Webmaster — Marvin Miller, WA6GBW 

Assistant Webmaster - Patrick Rigney, N6UPS 
Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis, KT6Y 

Youth and Education Programs — Bill Ryan, KJ6IGX 
License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Public Service - Pete Harris, KE6ZTW 

Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles, WA6CIE and 
Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 

Communications Trailer - Brent Morgan, AF6HQ 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
John Schuler, WODTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE 
CLUB YAHOO GROUP. DOWNLOAD FILES, 
INCLUDING THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS 
WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
MEMBERSHIP AT: 


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mdarc 


President’s QTC - continued 


Speaking of service... Amateur radio provides a great service 
when in the back country. I do not know how many of you use 
your ham gear when playing in the woods, the desert, or playing 
by the dunes, but I am here to tell you that the value of ham radio 
should never be understated. I will not be at the next Club meet- 
ing. Every year on Presidents Day weekend, I lead a group of in- 
trepid explorers into Death Valley and its environs with offroad 
vehicles. I have done this since February 1999. Historically, 11 
meter (CB) has been the main tool for vehicle to vehicle commu- 
nications. In the last several years, I have encouraged many of my 
friends to study a bit, and get their ham ticket. 2 meter and 440 
MHz are now the new, preferred methods of vehicle to vehicle and beyond communications. 
We have had great success with amateur radio. The increased range, greater clarity and read- 
ability of VHF FM ham radio is so incredibly superior to 27 MHz AM Citizen Band. 


An event that could have turned out much more tragic than it did, occurred two Thanksgiving 
weekends ago. It occurred during an annual event called Panamint Valley Days. This is an 
event where offroaders of various stripes come together to explore very remote areas surround- 
ing Death Valley National Park. In the Panamint Valley, near the hamlet of Ballerat, on a trail 
called Southpark Canyon, a vehicle failed to successfully navigate around a protruding rock, 
aptly named, “chicken rock.” The vehicle, the driver, and her daughter went tumbling down the 
perilously steep canyon for about 400 or more feet below. It was near impossible to get anyone 
down to attempt a rescue, and honestly, few wanted to check the vehicle for fear of what they 
might find. Frantic calls went out on cell phones — but there is no service. The only solution 
were calls made and relayed via amateur radio that summoned the CHP, Inyo County Sheriff’s 
Office, and Bureau of Land Management officers. Even when on the scene, the various agen- 
cies radios were completely feckless. They recruited amateur operators as their communicators 
to help coordinate all the resources needed to ensure a proper rescue — or perhaps a recovery. At 
the end of the day, and many hours later, the driver and her daughter were extricated from their 
Jeep. Although banged, bruised, and broken — they were alive to tell the tale of how amateur ra- 
dio helped save the day. 


I cannot claim that I have done anything so dramatic in the desert, but having the powerful tool 
of our coveted radios — and knowing how to use it properly, gives me a bit more confidence in 
traversing some incredibly wonderful, but amazingly remote territory. 


What new and interesting thing can you do with ham radio? That’s your homework for the 
month. 


Catch you down the logbook. 


Z3, 
Jim Siemons, AF6PU 
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What's in a Car Battery? 
Lessons Learned 


by Kevin Slovick, KS4FUN 


As many of us do, we connect our amateur radio transceivers to our car battery and away we go. We don’t con- 
sider that the equipment we add can reduce the battery’s life. As many vehicles do when the weather turns cold, 
the battery in my truck began having a hard time starting the engine. It was only 30 months into the 36 month 
warranty, so I took it back. Tt tested “bad”, and they replaced it for free. Afterwards, I began looking into why 
the battery might have failed, and began an interesting journey into the world of car battery technology and what 
I may have done to kill my battery. 


The standard type of battery in my truck is referred to as “Flooded” or “Wet Cell”, which refers to the fact that it 
has lead plates with a solution of water and sulfuric acid surrounding them. This type of battery must remain 
mounted in an upright position and produces sulfuric acid gas when charged. This has been the standard for car 
batteries for many years and is well suited for Starting, Lights, and Ignition (SLI). They also make batteries for 
deep-cycling, such as in recreational vehicles, but they don’t last so long when used for heavy bursts of energy, 
such as starting my truck. 


This was my dilemma. I needed a battery that served two purposes, SLI and deep-cycle. As a ham working with 
portable operations, I became familiar with Gel-Cells and AGM batteries, which aren’t good at handling the 
bursts of energy needed to start engines. 


During my research, I found that they make AGM batteries for automotive use that can handle both SLI and 
deep-cycling. They are designed to work with the charging cycle and voltages of your automobile. They are 
more expensive than the flooded type, but can last a lot longer doing the job that I need, both SLI and deep- 
cycle. The one I just got has a four year full replacement + five year pro rated warranty. That’s a nine year war- 
ranty. It is rated at 930 Cold Cranking Amps (CCA), which is more than its flooded counterpart. 


Bottom line: When you are replacing your car battery, look into the higher-end automotive AGM battery for ap- 
plications where you run a lot of equipment in your vehicle. Over time, you will actually save money over the 
standard flooded SLI car battery. I chose to spend an additional $28 and put a reflective wrap around it to reduce 
the heat from the engine, which can reduce a battery’s life. 


I solved the voltage issues with an MF J-4416B and then switched to a Grumpy’s booster due to space limita- 

tions. Plus the Grumpy’s has power poles and costs less. My radio backlight was dimming when I transmitted, 
not it is rock solid. I even asked ARRL to do a review on battery boosters since they haven’t done one in several 
years and now there are new ones on the market. 
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Meet Your PACIFICON 2013 Committee Members 
Chair: Jim Siemons AF6PU (acting) 
Vice-Chair: Trevor Hall WA6JAU 

Secretary: Pete Harris KE6ZIW 

Treasurer: Mike Patterson N6JGA 

Forums: John Welden KJ6GLQ 

Committee Shirts: Jay Caldis KT6Y 

Web Page: Chris Matthew N7ICE 

Technical: Trevor Hall WA6JAU 

Frequency Coordination: Dick Brown KT6X 
Registration: Misa Siemons KJOGBUE 

Vendors: Joel Nadler NN6J 

Hospitality: Ruth Miller KE6VOO / Larry Miller 
Security: Janice Fujii KG6VTD 

Antenna Forum: Paul Howes WA6GY Y 

Youth Education: Steve Rogge K6XZ 

VE Testing: Larry Loomer KI6LNB 

Brochure & Logo Design: Pete Harris KE6ZIW 
Program Design: Jim Brunk N6BHX 

Wouff Hong: Lauren Styles WA6CIE 

Prizes: Lauren Styles WA6CIE 

Talk-in: Charles Henry KG6PHZ 


Page 5 


G.O.T.A. Seminar 


“Getting On The Air” 
Forming Now! 


The Salvation Army together with the 
Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
will hold a 2 part seminar where you can develop your 
Amateur Radio License Getting On The Air skills 
This its your next step after becoming licensed. This is your chance to 


learn the how to and techniques of Emergency Communications on 
Ham Radio and the excitement of Getting On The Air. 


This seminar is to upgrade your current Technician skills! 


Seminar Times... 


+946 


Part 1 Thursday March 28, 2013 “C8?” ag 
Part 2 Thursday April 4, 2013 
At 7-9 pm AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
The Salvation Army 
3950 Clayton Road, (at West St.) 
Concord 94521 


Registration is required. 
Class is FREE but there is a $5 materials fee - No Textbook is needed. 


Follow up training continues throughout the year. 
Stay tuned at www.SATERNConcord.org 


To sign up email: HamRadioClass@qmail.com 


For voice mail or fax: 925 465-9554 


ARR L awareur pavio 
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HAM RADIO OUTLET 


12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU ! 


Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 


HRO - 12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 
All HRO stores open 10AM-5:30PM, Telephone hours 9:30AM-5:30PM 


bf 
PeitiondOn 1-800-444-0047 


(503) 598-0555 /wh» 4.800-854-6046 
Salem, NH 
Oebiand, CA (603) 896-3750 
(510) 594-5757 
Sunnyvale, CA Denver, CO 1-800-644-4476 "RY "en Cate Oe 
(408) 736-9406 (303) 745-7373 
Woodbridge, VA 
Burbank, CA wW oodbridge. VA 
(819) 842-1786 ‘ aioe 
(714) 533-7373 wet ad Atlanta, GA ao 
San Diego. CA ( 351 (770) 263-6700 
(858) 560-4900 1-800-444- 


1 


rcleaes Calflora 


Cail Toll-Free From Alaska and Hawaii 


ASH 


Order Toll-Free From a Location Near You 
it your closest 800 number is busy. please call one of our other numbers, 
Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM Monday - Saturday 


For delivery charges or other information about ordering, please see our Frequently Asked 


HRO Store Contact Information 


Store E-mail Direct Toll Free Fax 

Anaheim, CA ana @hamradio.com 1-714-533-7373 1-800-854-6046 1-714-533-9485 
Atlanta, GA atl @hamradio.com 1-770-263-0700 1-800-444-7927 1-770-263-9548 
Burbank, CA bnk@hamradio.com _ 1-818-842-1786 1-800-854-6046 1-818-842-5283 
Denver, CO co@hamradio.com 1-303-745-7373 1-800-444-9476 1-303-745-7394 
Newcastle, DE del @hamradio.com 1-302-322-7092 1-800-644-4476 1-302-322-8808 
Oakland, CA oak @hamradio.com 1-510-534-5757 1-800-854-6046 1-510-534-0729 
Phoenix, AZ px @hamradio.com 1-602-242-3515 1-800-444-9476 1-602-395-1244 
Portland, OR or @hamradio.com 1-503-598-0555 1-800-854-6046 1-503-684-0469 
Salem, NH nh @hamradio.com 1-603-898-3750 1-800-444-0047 1-603-898-1041 


San Diego, CA sd@hamradio.com 
Sunnyvale, CA 


Woodbridge, VA 


sun @hamradio.com 
va@hamradio.com 


1-858-560-4900 
1-408-736-9496 
1-703-643-1063 
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1-800-854-6046 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-4799 


1-858-560-1705 
1-408-736-9499 
1-703-494-3679 


w21e The Carrier 

MOUNT J\RIABLO Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
: P.O. Box 23222 

Sy Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


AMATEUR RADIO Cri 
WHW-MDARC-ORG www.mdarc.org 


FIRST CLASS 


W6CX Nets Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 


Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ ey ay : 
http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 


Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net —_147.060+ 6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 


Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 


Thursday 8:00 pm General ATV Net 1241.250+ EOD nC ener Oia TE OS DEUTER 


Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 

FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 7:00 pm South County 146.355+ (77.0 PL) 
224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/ PL 100Hz 

D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz 7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.3 PL) 
https://stn3057.ip.irlp.net/status.html 


ATV Input: 1289.25 MHz AM/FM. Outputs 1241.25 MHz AM 919.25MHzAM Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 


ATV Internet Stream: http://www.w6cxatv.net/live Weanisdey S200 pi AE CaS Oanp lek 


February and March 2013 Club Calendar 


Friday February 15, 2013 7:30 pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Saturday March 2, 2013 9:00am MDARC Technical Committee 
Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Monday March 4, 2013 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 
Black Bear Restaurant, 700 Bancroft Avenue, Walnut Creek 


Friday March 16, 2013 7:30 pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


